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abroad, which not only stopped efforts at reform, but led to
a period of repression.

The effect of the French Revolution on Ireland itself was
most important (Note US). Men saw that in France religious Effect of
disqualifications had been abolished, the equality of man Revoiu-
proclaimed, and government on a democratic basis set up. SdiaSd
In Ireland the Roman Catholics wanted emancipation, that
is, the right to vote and to hold offices;  the Protestants
wanted Parliamentary reform.  Moreover all sections united
in wishing for redress of economic grievances.

Henry Grattan had led the moderate party, advocating
Catholic emancipation and Parliamentary reform. But he Grattan
did not believe in universal suffrage : " I want/1 he said,
" to combat the wild spirit of democratic liberty by the
regulated spirit of organized liberty." He wished to preserve
the union with Great Britain, and declared that Ireland must
support England in time of war.

Wolfe Tone now formed an extremist party, which aimed
at " breaking the connection with England, asserting the in*-
dependence of our country, uniting all Irishmen in place of
the denominations of Protestants and Catholics." In 1792
he and Lord Edward FitzGerald formed an organization
called " The United Irishmen " in which they sought to
unite the Presbyterians of Ulster and Roman Catholics of all
Ireland against the rule of England. Thousands joined it
and its influence grew rapidly.

Pitt saw that something must be done, and in 1793 the
Irish Parliament (which consisted of Protestants, elected by Pitt's
Protestants) was induced to pass an Act giving the vote to
Roman Catholics in Ireland, though they might not sit as

members.   Then, in 1795, Pitt sent as Viceroy, Lord Fitz- GathoUcs
william, who was himself one of the Whigs who had rallied
to Pitt, and who believed that Roman Catholics should be Lord
given complete political equality.  He announced this as his waukm
policy, and urged it in the dispatches which he sent home. (1795)
The Irish were fall of hope and rejoicing.   Pitt's govern-